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1. The level of rurality
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Proportion of inhabitants in predominantly rural

areas in the Western Balkan states
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Note: Data refers to predominantly rural regions according to the OECD 
nomenclature of rural areas.

Source: ARCOTRASS – Consortium Synthesis Report 2006. 



Source: own work. Data: EUROSTAT.
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Population density in Albania (in 2001 and 2008)
(by districts)

Source:own work.
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2. Territorial differencies of 
the settlement-size
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Breakdown of villages by population in some areas

of the post-1992 Yugoslavia

Source: Calculations and editing by the author, on the basis of data of the census
of Yugoslavia, 1991. 
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3. Functional types of 
villages
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Hystorical types of villages

• Four Balkan ways of rural life (Prevelakis 2007) : 

– Mountain shepherd communities, 

– Peasant villages of the uplands or hilly areas

– Large agricultural holdings of the lowland plains 

– Coastal zones and islands (mediterranean villages) 
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Historical types of villages

• Balkanian

• Central-European

• Big villages of great plain 

• Mediterranean



Present types of rural areas

– High productivity agriculture and an 
integrated economy

– Small towns and smaller farms with 
labour intensive agriculture

– Mountainous areas

– Outstanding tourism potential

Bogdanov–Meredith–Efstratoglou, 2006
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Incomes of the families in Yugoslavia, in percent of 
the national average,

1983, %

Source: 1945–1985 Yugoslavia – Statistical Review, Federal Statistical Office, Belgrade 1986. p. 189.
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Employees by main 
branches in the
prefectures of 
Albania (2008)



H
A

S
 C

en
tr

e 
fo

r 
R

eg
io

na
lS

tu
di

es

4. Recent problems of the
rural areas
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• Demographic situation

• Migration

– Rural-urban

– Urban-rural

– International

– Refugees

• Decline of rural centres – small towns

• Autarky 

• Poor infrastructure

• Education level
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Thank you for your attention!
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