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The planned and the implemented voivodeship system
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Upper Silesia

Characteristics: regular boundary changes,
multiethnical area, developed region, high level of
urbanization, social-political stigma

—P ethnic-cultural and traditional region

1990. Establishment of Ruch Autonomii Slaska
(Silesian Autonomy Movement)

Appearance of two regional trends :

- ethnic-linguistic trend
- autonomist - regionalist trend
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Upper Silesia

Characteristics: regular boundary changes,
multiethnical area, developed region, high level of
urbanization, social-political stigma

—P ethnic-cultural and traditional region

1990. Establishment of Ruch Autonomii Slaska
(Silesian Autonomy Movement)

Appearance of two regional trends :

- ethnic-linguistic trend
- autonomist - regionalist trend




Ethnic/linguistic trend
Main goal: certification of Silesian
nationality/language

Sileslans accoeding i national cznsus

Union of Population of Silesian Mationality (ZLNS) - J J

- to represent the interests of Silesians ‘ r—
+ 1o reach the certification of Silesians e
- to benefit from special voting laws for minorities The et pepkeus it s Polind, 3001
- to develop national identity and protect the
language and culture in regional and local ethnic
schools
—» the registration was rejected
— in the Act of Minorities (2003) Silesian is
not mentioned

Appeals for recognition Silesians in the Act of
Minarities

The Assediation of People of Silesian Mationality (SONS)

2002, Silesians before passing the Act 2011. Estzblishment of the arganisation in Kotdrz Maly (Opale

2007. Cross-party initiative of parliamentarians from '*'”'““”95”'9:1"“"“‘ ”:9 -‘I"“
i i i = Lo unite declared Silesians
the Silesian Voivodeship T R
- to create Silesian regional identity
2010. Parliamentarians from all over the country
2012, 64-member group from parties PO, SLD, Ruch Successiul registration, as they
Palikota - stated that the organization did not wish to enter the

elections {Statut)
« effectively argued with the definition of nationality [Law on
2011 Census)
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Ethnic/linguistic trend
Main goal: certification of Silesian
nationality/language




Union of Population of Silesian Nationality (ZLNS)

- to represent the interests of Silesians
- to reach the certification of Silesians
- to benefit from special voting laws for minorities
- to develop national Iidentity and protect the
language and culture in regional and local ethnic
schools
—» the registration was rejected
—» in the Act of Minorities (2005) Silesian is
not mentioned
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The most populous minorities in Poland, 2002

Ng

B dlesan O German M Belorussan B Ukrainian O Roma
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Silesians according to national censuses (2002, 2011)

900 000 846 719

529 377
600 000
300 000
173 153
56 643
0
declared Slesian Slesian language used at home
2002 = 2011
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Appeals for recognition Silesians in the Act of
Minorities

2002. Silesians before passing the Act

2007/. Cross-party initiative of parliamentarians from
the Silesian Voivodeship

2010. Parliamentarians from all over the country
2012. 64-member group from parties PO, SLD, Ruch
Palikota




The Association of People of Silesian Nationality (SONS)

2011. Establishment of the organisation in Kotdrz Maty (Opole
Voivodeship) with the aim

- to unite declared Silesians

- to create Silesian regional identity

Successful registration, as they
- stated that the organisation did not wish to enter the
elections (Statut)

- effectively argued with the definition of nationality (Law on
2011 Census)
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Autonomist-regionalist trend
Main goal: restore the autonomy
granted in 1920

Idea of modernization and deeper decentralization

Changing French model towards  Spanish-based
regienalized, ‘asymmetric decantralized” model

= draft amendment of the existing Canstitution
- draft statute for the autonomous  Silesian
Voivodeship

Results of RAS at regional elections in 2006 and 2010 (Silesian Woivodeship)

Results of BA% at the parliamentary (Senate) elections in 2011

b ghr, Bl ks

“Poland of Regions™ [Polska Regiondw)
programme

establizhing League of Regions by foundation
regional movements all over the country
Resulr: regional organizations
= with lagal status and membearship
«with Facehook-prohle
- March of Regions in 2015
- referendum on constitutional amendment in
019
establishment of autonomous voivodeships
in 2020



Autonomist-regionalist trend
Main goal: restore the autonomy
granted in 1920

Idea of modernization and deeper decentralization

Changing French model towards Spanish-based
regionalized, "asymmetric decentralized” model

.




Autonomy of the Silesian Voivodeship
1920-1945

Lublir‘
'owskie Gory

Krolewska Huta ‘®

‘Kﬁtowice

Bielsko




Results of RAS at regional elections in 2006 and 2010 (Silesian Voivodeship)

Number of votes Average of valid votes

Electoral district

Bielski 1,815 3,57 0.87 1.58
Katowicki 15,805 35,264 7.69 15.96
Rybnicki 16,778 32,068 8.14 14.57
Gliwicki 11,7 17,719 5.93 8.70
Chorzowski 11,139 29,851 6.95 17.50
Czestochowski 662 1,263 0.41 0.69
Sosniowiecki 1,02 3,046 0.48 1.37
Total 58,919 122,781 4.35 8.62
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Results of RAS at the parliamentary (Senate) elections in 2011

Electoral district Number of Average of Rank (number
votes valid votes of comissions)

Opole Voivodeship
53rd district, Opole 6,637 7.06 5(7)

Silesian Voivodeship

70th district, Gliwice 25,037 14.93 3(4)
73rd district, Rybnik 26,303 21.92 3(5)
74th district, Katowice 41,003 25.30 2(6)
75th district, Katowice 34,527 32.35 2(3)
78th district, Bielsko-Biala 14,203 6.78 4 (5)
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ldea of modernization and deeper decentralization

Changing French model towards Spanish-based
regionalized, "asymmetric decentralized” model

'

- draft amendment of the existing Constitution
- draft statute for the autonomous Silesian
Voivodeship
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"Poland of Regions" (Polska Regiondw)
programme

- establishing League of Regions by foundation
regional movements all over the country
Result: regional organizations

- with legal status and membership

- with Facebook-profile
- March of Regions in 2015
- referendum on constitutional amendment in
2019
- establishment of autonomous voivodeships
in 2020
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Thank you for your attention!



