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Target

The purpose of the conference is exploration, monitoring and comparison the terri-
torial differences in R&D capacities. Furthermore evaluate those policies that refer to
moderate the R&D differences.

The strengthening of territorial cohesion is set back by the overdone polarization in the
intellectual capacities. The decentralization of R&D should get into the regional
economic development strategies because it can help to reduce the differences bet-
ween the economic performance of the regions. The strengthening of R&D has been
enhanced by the Lisbon criteria. But they do not allude to the regional disparities in
intellectual potential, R&D capacities and knowledge-intensive industries.

The requirements of innovative development cannot be found in most of the European
regions. The differentiated spatial arrangement of the R&D potentials influenced the
fulfilment of the Lisbon criteria badly. Lack of territorial grounding conducted to the
preferment of core regions in arrangements that served the creation of the
knowledge-intensive industries.

However there are positive examples for the harmonization of territorial and innova-
tion policies e.g. in Silesian voivodeship (Poland), in West-Transdanubian region
(Hungary), in West region (Romania) and in Novosibirsk oblast in Russia.
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