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Actual status
• According to Roma Educational and 
Documentary Centre survey of 2011:
– 71 per cent of pupils repeating classes are from 
socially disadvantaged environment.

– Many pupils repeating classes do not finish 
primary school (as they reach age of 16 before 
getting to the 9th class). 
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Előadó
Bemutató megjegyzései
According to Roma Educational and Documentary Centre survey of 2011 71 per cent of pupils repeating classes are from socially disadvantaged environment. The highest number of such pupils were repeating the second and the first grade. Many pupils repeating classes do not finish primary school (as they reach age of 16 before getting to the 9th class). 
14 pupils from socially disadvantaged environment left primary school in the 3rd or 4th grade. 



Own survey
• Research question:

– Is there any relationship between participating 
in microsaving program and educational 
outputs?

• Subjective perception
• Objective outputs
• Qualitative survey
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Előadó
Bemutató megjegyzései
The main research question is whether there is any relationship between participating in microsaving program and educational outputs. Two types of survey are conducted: subjective perception of importance of education and objective outputs of education.



Subjective perception
• Three towns/villages: Moldava n. Bodvou, 
Ostrovany, Stará Ľubovňa 
– According to the findings parents claim that 
participation in IDA program (associated with 
participation in other ETP programs) influenced 
their perception of importance of their children’s 
education. 

– Approx ¾ of participants.
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Előadó
Bemutató megjegyzései
The survey on subjective parents’ perception of importance of education was conducted in three towns or villages: Moldava n. Bodvou, Ostrovany, Stará Ľubovňa in 2009. According to the findings parents claim that participation in IDA program (associated with participation in other ETP programs) influenced their perception of importance of their children’s education. 
Approx ¾ of participating parents claim that participating in the program influenced way of their thinking about their children’s education. Such a finding can be perceived as a positive impact of ETP’s programs on thoughts of their clients.



Objective outputs
• Idea: Comparison of pupils’ learning results 
(marks)

• Treatment group: pupils from families 
involved in ETP programs

• Control group: pupils from other families in 
the village

• Problems: confidential data
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Előadó
Bemutató megjegyzései
Objective outputs of education are measured in terms of pupils’ learning results. In order to assess impact of participation in the program, pupils from the families involved in ETP programs are in treatment group, other pupils are in the control group. Our hypothesis is that the educational results of the treatment group are better than those of the control group. We had to face a problem with confidential character of the data. There are strict rules concerning personal data, so the cooperating schools had to provide us with anonymised data regarding educational results of the pupils. Two schools intended to cooperate with us, but one of the directors changed meanwhile, so we received the data from one school only. 



The sample
• 26 pupils, of which

– 7 pupils from participating families
– 19 pupils from non‐participating families

• Due to small sample size we use 
bootstrapping. 
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Előadó
Bemutató megjegyzései
Our survey sample consists of 26 pupils of which 7 come from families participating in the program, and 19 come from families not participating in the program. We wanted to simulate the distribution of mean learning results of the pupils, so we used bootstrapping



The distributions (5th grade)

• mean: 1.750714     st. dev: 0.1321828

• mean: 1.819012    st. dev.: 0.07879406
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Előadó
Bemutató megjegyzései
The mean of educational results of pupils from the participating families is 1.75 which is less than the mean of educational results of pupils from non-participating families (1.82). On the other hand the difference is very small. Hence we can conclude that the differences between treatment and control group are not significant. 



The distributions (3rd grade)

• mean: 2.400323     st. dev: 0.1657092

• mean: 1.991844    st. dev.: 0.06921368
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Előadó
Bemutató megjegyzései
The mean of educational results of pupils from the participating families is 2.4 which is greater than the mean of educational results of pupils from non-participating families (2.0). Here we could conclude that the results of pupils from the participating families are worse than results of other pupils. 



Limitations of the survey
• The most important limitations of the survey:

– Small sample size
– Pupils from one school only
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Előadó
Bemutató megjegyzései
There are two most important limitations of the survey: pupils come from one school only, only seven pupils are from families participating in the program.
Such a small sample is gives us only very limited information on the real association between participation in the program and educational results of children. 



Qualitative survey
• Reviewed: director of the primary school.
• Conclusions: 

– Most of the pupils are disabled.
– Change in their health status might influence 
their results.

– ETP programs and community centre have 
positive impacts on the pupils.
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Előadó
Bemutató megjegyzései
According to the director there might be significant positive impacts on the pupils. Children attending community centres are better prepared than those who are not. 
Participation in ETP programs leads to change in household welfare and changes in parents’ attitude to education. If living conditions are improved, better conditions for studying are created. In terms of studying not only health and social conditions are important, but also economic situation of the family. There is also negative factor influencing pupils’ studying results: pupils can not take course-books home (as many of them do not return them at the end of the school year and low incomes do not allow the families to buy them). 
Most of the school leavers are able to study at high school, but many times parents do not allow their children to study further. On one hand they want their children to be educated, but on the other hand they are not willing to pay them any expenses associated with studying at high school. Furthermore the parents are sometimes afraid to let their children leave the Roma settlement, some of them are afraid of racist attacks.



Further steps
• Preparation of new survey.
• Inclusion of municipal governments into the 
survey.
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Előadó
Bemutató megjegyzései
We would like to conduct new survey in the future. The survey will be based on similar ideas, but in order to encourage the directors of schools to cooperate, municipal governments will be asked for help. Municipal governments are responsible for primary education in their municipality, that is why we can expect that good explanation of our intensions might help in our future research.
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