
Spatial patterns 
of Roma socially excluded localities 
in the Czech Republic

Kateřina Sidiropulu Janků, Ph.D.
FSS Masaryk University, Brno



Czech Roma – Ethnic or Civic definition?

Horváthová: „The term Czech Roma should 
be reserved to refer to the lineage which 
came to an end“ by 1945.

583 of 6500 survived IIWW

Today: (Civic) Czech Roma 
Slovak Roma
Olach Roma
Sinti
Czech/Moravian Roma



Regional unemployment rate
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2006 – first thorough data

GAC map of Socially excluded Roma localities 
http://www.esfcr.cz/mapa/int_CR.html



2008 – Research on Moravian SERL



Spatial forms of living in RSEL

1. Apartment / inhabitants on debt, 
public owner

2. Apartment / high rent, private 
owner

3. Block of flats / public owner, bad 
conditions, most inhabitants on 
debt, informal arrangements 
supporting ghettoization



Spatial forms of living in RSEL

1. Family house in the countryside / 
owned by inhabitants, bad 
conditions, overpopulation, debts 
on energies, no possibility of public 
development projects

2. Rooming house / high rent, private 
owner, semi-prison conditions



Spatial forms of living in RSEL

1. Street of public houses / usually 
combination of public and private 
owners

2. City quarter / combination of 
owners, underdevelopment of 
public service, „bad address“ 
status



Spatial forms of living in RSEL

1. New anti-vandal social housing / 
„revenge“ for high debts, public 
owner, high energy bills, no public 
service

http://zpravy.idnes.cz/dve-romske-rodiny-se-vraceji-z-kontejneru-do-vsetina-pcd-
/domaci.aspx?c=A070712_121028_domaci_itu



Tendencies in RSEL spatial 
development

Example 1 –
Holešov
Those who pay 
for the 
gentrification



Tendencies in RSEL spatial 
development

Example 2 –
Přerov
Quarter 
and its people



Tendencies in RSEL spatial 
development

Example 3 –
Jesenicko
In the middle 
of nowhere
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