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I. Main tasks of Centre for Regional Studies (CRS) in 2009 

As previously, the institute considered its public tasks, i.e. basic research as its main priority 
in 2009. To showcase its results, it planned the publication of 5 monographs, 5 other volumes, 
some 350 research papers, its Discussion Papers series (10 issues) and the continuous publica-
tion of its journal, Tér és Társadalom. 

As the basic institute of regional studies in Hungary, the Centre contributed to the survey of 
spatial principles and the domestic and international dissemination of research results; its re-
search laying the groundwork for the territorial policies and development strategies of the 
European Union and Hungary. Its applied research has directly contributed to the establish-
ment and management of balanced and sustainable spatial structures. 

The eight decentralised research units of CRS have considered the analysis of specific territo-
rial features a major task beyond their own research profile. 

As a result of multiple decades of work, the Centre planned the publication of three volumes 
in its monograph series titled “Regions in the Carpathian Basin” (Transcarpathia, Southern 
Transylvania and Banate, Southern Great Plain), and undertook preparations for the upcom-
ing, final volumes (Slavonia–Predmurje Region, Burgenland, Central Transdanubia, Northern 
Hungary). 

The Centre planned to establish lasting cooperation with government institutions responsible 
for development policy, mainly the Ministry for National Development and Economy, whose 
tasks include a responsibility for territorial development. 

In 2009, an emphasis was placed on research contributing to the better understanding of urban 
networks (National Settlement Network Development Concept, integrated city development 
strategies) and knowledge-based territorial development (the spatial differences of innovation, 
R&D and knowledge-intensive services); preparation for the tasks of the 2011 Hungarian EU 
presidency (territorial cohesion, Danube strategy), the further development of institutions and 
instruments for territorial (regional, agrarian and rural development) policies; sustainable de-
velopment (Danube–Tisza canal) as well as the regional analysis of Balkans countries. 

With respect to scientific qualification, researchers employed by the Centre planned to acquire 
1 Doctor of Sciences degree, 4 PhDs, multiple PhD working discussion materials and 4 habili-
tations. In 2009, these plans were surpassed by defending two additional PhD degrees. 

Centre for Regional Studies intended to take advantage of its international research connec-
tions in both basic and applied research. The majority of its funding had already come from 
international grants, but due to the difficulties posed by pre-financing and commonly occur-
ring late payment, could only rely on them to a certain degree and the careful evaluation of 
financing schemes. However, the importance of international projects transcends simple fund-
ing opportunities in allowing researchers employed by CRS to come into contact with the 
leading actors of the international scientific community as well as furthering the international 
prestige of the Centre. 
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Similar to previous years, several project proposals were planned to be submitted – with a 
special emphasis on OFA (National Employment Fund), OTKA (National Scientific Research 
Fund), NKTH (National Office for Research and Technology), ÁROP (State Reform Opera-
tional Programme) and INTERREG programmes – in spite of the growing need for adminis-
trative capacities in the preparation of the proposals and the management of consortia. This 
activity has become an indispensable, if not always entirely fruitful element of the Centre’s 
operative work, as well as a virtual obligation for research staff. However, the effects of these 
obligations have not manifested in the quantitative or qualitative decline of publication activ-
ity, but rather the growing unfeasibility of long-term study tours and increases in the time 
required to obtain scientific degrees. 

In the reporting year, CRS celebrated the 25th anniversary of its establishment with a two-day 
event. On the date of the jubilee, in cooperation with domestic and international partners, the 
Centre set out, outlining the research results and practical effects of the last two decades, to 
debate and accept the strategy of CRS to the year 2015, with special attention to the reform of 
Hungarian territorial and development policy (aspects of Hungary’s modernisation and re-
gional transformation), as well as the interests of Hungarians living beyond the borders. 

In 2009, the Centre planned to organise ten international and 30 domestic scientific events, 
among them the conference of the International Geographic Union and multiple workshops on 
cross-border cooperation. 

Taking into account the more active marketing strategy of the Centre, it intended to place a 
greater emphasis on professional and scientific awards, collecting 11 in the reporting year. 

The activity of Centre for Regional Studies in higher education – the accreditation of doctoral 
schools, doctoral programmes and Master degree courses under the direction or with the the-
matic guidance of research staff – posed a serious challenge in the year 2009. 
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II. Major research results and other accomplishments of CRS, 

their socio-economic benefits 

1. Laying the groundwork for government decision-making  

The research results of the Centre contribute to the potential of central governance to enhance 
its efficiency, lay the groundwork for central regulations and supervision, and better utilise 
national and European Union funds. 

Centre for Regional Studies prepared the concept for the comprehensive reform of the law on 

regional development. The Centre stood firmly by the stronger regional decentralisation of 
development policy, stressing that the separation of European and national development pol-
icy and the marginalisation of the regional institutional network is unwarranted and deleteri-
ous. It declared that efficient governance coordination demands a different form of govern-
ment oversight, the more integrated institutional arrangement of government sectors, and 
regulated planning practice. The current fragmented and essentially instrument-less institu-
tional structure of domestic development policy can only undergo revitalisation if it can once 
more exercise its prerogatives to dispose over European funds, and these competencies are re-
constituted within its framework and under its direction. Fundamental changes must also be 
undertaken in the dimension of partnership, as the model governed by current regulations has 
not been able to fulfil the hopes it had been invested with. 

Within the scope of preparations for the 2011 Hungarian EU presidency, CRS sought to give 
support to the national contribution to the emerging European concept on territorial cohesion. 
This activity, mainly based on expert studies, intended to develop suggestions taking into ac-
count the interests of Central and Eastern European cohesion countries. 

Centre for Regional Studies took part as an expert in laying the groundwork for the National 

Settlement Network Development Concept. The Centre took the lion’s share in striving to get 
across the need for a development policy turn on the basis of urban centres to the actors of 
territorial policy, classifying Hungarian urban areas into four categories based on their central 
role. The functional urban areas created through this method may not only play an essential 
role in development policy, but also in shaping public services, transport functions and linear 
infrastructure, provided the government accepts the concept and draws conclusions regarding 
the instruments of execution as well. 

The Centre developed proposals for the monitoring procedures of integrated city development 

strategies (IVS). Research concentrated on three information sources: the analysis of experi-
ences from previous strategic, project-based, programme and IVS monitoring; professional 
consultations and conciliation (National Development Agency, VÁTI Public Non-profit 
LLC); as well as interviews undertaken by the researchers in 27 cities distributed among the 7 
regions. The aim of the research was to develop distinct scenarios as alternatives to facilitate 
IVS monitoring, taking into account the potential tasks, competences and – consequently – 
legal system establishing the framework of monitoring on specific territorial scales (urban, 
regional and national levels). CRS proposed the development of a multi-level monitoring sys-
tem that counts on the active participation of the local level, builds on existing practice but 
also synthesises them to facilitate participation and communication. 
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Commissioned by the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, CRS experts devel-
oped studies to address questions of resource distribution and regulation for the LEADER 

Programme of the New Hungary Rural Development Programme. 

In delineating a new – complex – micro-regional typology of rural spaces, research staff un-
dertook the complex development level analysis of Hungary’s 174 micro-regions and calcu-
lated their HDI (Human Development Index) ratings. They ascertained that rural areas in 
more developed regions are in a relatively more advantageous situation, and development 
poles and large cities exercise a great deal of influence over the rural areas of their immediate 
catchment area. Peripheral, disadvantaged micro-regions are all rural in their character, with a 
clear dominance of agriculture in the economy. The results have made it clear that it is possi-
ble to identify complex agrarian space types which can serve as a basis for a future, renewed 
Hungarian agrarian and rural development policy, regional and rural planning. 

In the analysis of urban spaces, results encompass the review of the changes that have taken 
place within the definitions of urban policy; the summary of the paradigms and shifts shaping 
European urban spaces as well as the underlying macro-social conditions; the overview of 
processes forming the European urban network and the recent spatial structures that have 
emerged in consequence. Research undertook a critical evaluation of neo-liberal urban poli-
cies, analysing the directions of urban policy discourse that influences the EU’s policies in 
this sphere as well as the policies themselves. Historical legacies were analysed in light of 
their potential in urban development for South-Eastern European small and medium-sized 
towns, encouraging polycentric territorial development and new, more balanced urban–rural 
relationships. Within the scope of the VITO project, CRS took stock of European urban and 
regional policy as a framework for planned revitalisation projects. All of these results have 
direct applicability for the renewed National Regional Development Concept, Hungarian ur-
ban development and the better utilisation of European Union funding. 

Research in the Centre surveyed the role of services in spatial processes of differentiation and 

integration. The interpretation of tertiarisation as a spatial process and the survey of the sector 
in uneven spatial development through re-formulating company linkages is a new approach 
that has produced new results. It has been proven that the process of the recreation of spatial 
inequalities can only be fully unearthed if, breaking with the dominant domestic approach of 
focusing on (material) production, we consider consumption as a stage of the value creation 
process. Unlike the countries of the European core area, capital in commerce has reshaped the 
spatial division of labour in our region drastically and with the utmost speed. CRS surveys 
have contributed to understanding the operational logic of commerce capital, which produces 
distinctive conflicts and resolutions within the conditions of the Hungarian market, constantly 
forming and reshaping seller–supplier relationships. This dynamic can hardly be understood 
without taking into account the cultural embeddedness of corporate relationships.  

During the exploration of cross-border cooperation, research staff sought answers on how 
market transition (restructuring within the national economy and the establishment of market 
institutions) has reshaped crossborder economic relationships, their extent and content. They 
intended to capture the content of border constructs on the basis of specific knowledge, ex-
periences and spatial linkages. New results have been reached in the mapping of cultural and 
trade relationships along the Hungarian–Romanian border. Contacts are still mainly based on 
cultivating familial ties and (shopping) tourism; settlements in Partium (Romania) are sought 
from the other side for the purposes of work to only a negligible extent. The most common 
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form of work is legal labour in the employment of a Hungarian company. In the scope of an 
international research project, the role of crossborder cooperation in regional development 

was researched. 

The Centre examined the special characteristics of employment among Ukrainian citizens in 
the border areas of North-Eastern Hungary. The motivations, opportunities and experiences of 
seeking employment in Hungary were surveyed along with future plans among prospective 
employees and their intent and form of participation on the Hungarian labour market. 

For several years, Centre for Regional Studies has assisted the work of the government on 
laying the groundwork for the development of the Danube region. In 2009, research staff ana-
lysed national development plans concerning the river from countries situated along the Da-
nube, prepared the English-language edition of the almanac titled “The Danube in Hungarian 
regional development”, and, developing three alternate scenarios, examined the possibility of 
the construction of the Danube–Tisza canal. 

Research on the institutional system of vocational training and funding strategies of schools 

involved in mid-tier vocational training showed that the system of territorial integrated voca-
tional training centres is unlikely to solve the acute problems of vocational training in the long 
term, as these go back to deeper structural causes. Development coordination among territo-
rial integrated vocational training centres is hindered by the lack and uncertainty of adequate 
funds, as well as strong conflicts of interest obstructing the efficient redistribution of voca-
tional training contributions. The flow of contributions through training centres reproduces 
inequalities among the institutions of the territorial integrated vocational training centre. The 
research calls attention to the phenomenon that selection has strengthened among schools, 
generated in part by maintainers who can successfully lobby for development, and in part by 
the different aspirations of trade schools concentrating disadvantaged students. The research 
has emphasised that there is a broad gap between the principle of life-long learning and prac-
tice. Adult education has become strongly marketised, producing a structure which is not only 
detrimental for vocational schools, but also inordinately expensive. In market competition, 
trade schools again and again ended up as losers, and vocational schools are not much more 
successful when they have to compete with top-tier training. The strong suction effect of uni-
versities and colleges depleted the number of participants in vocational training, and with it 
the normative-based income of institutions. Meanwhile, vocational schools have been more 
successful at joining the adult education market via the further training of middle-sized enter-
prises. In summary, the research has unveiled uncertainty, alternative-seeking and the dearth 
of development and operational funding in both branches of mid-tier vocational training, 
shedding light on the substantial inequalities of development opportunities. 

2. Regional inequalities in the Eastern and Central European research area 

Analysing the spatial distribution of research and development serving as a dynamising factor 
of European territorial development, it has been found that systematic change had preserved 
the previous regional structure of R&D in Central and Eastern European EU member states. 
Outstanding spatial inequalities can be observed within the regional institutional structure of 
innovation. Central areas, national capitals preserve their privileged positions while the insti-
tutional system of regions is lopsided, characterised by the dominance of universities. Na-
tional regional and structural policy in new member states, although based on union stan-
dards, does not incentivise the development of R&D on the regional level, as evident from the 
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study of 2007–2013 operational programmes. We have found no country in Central and East-
ern Europe whose regional or competitiveness-oriented operational programme has set the 
goal of the comprehensive restructuring in the development of human resources within re-
search.  

Changes in the factors influencing spatial development necessitate the transformation of the 
goals, instruments and institutional system of regional policy across Europe. The long trends 
of European spatial development require variable, institutionalised forms of decentralisation 
within countries of the continent that constitute different administrative traditions. Only de-
centralised institutions are able to fulfil the requirements of EU cohesion in Central and East-
ern European member states. This is not only a question of administration, but also a precon-
dition of efficient R&D activity to achieve enhanced competitiveness. The spread of regional-
ism may result in the modernisation of spatial structures. In countries with a decentralised 
structure, the spread of the knowledge-intensive economy surpasses the same in centralised 
unitary states.  

The example of multiple European states demonstrates that the decentralisation of research 
and development has a positive effect on the development of regions. The location of re-
search-intensive branches increases the number of working places with high qualification re-
quirements. In the background of R&D institutions, there is a demonstrable and obvious en-
terprise development and production enhancement effect on the basis of spin-off companies. 
Innovative enterprises improve regional export capabilities, encouraging their integration into 
European and international research space. Research-intensive enterprises encourage regional 
reindustrialisation and the spread of advanced business services. This further improves re-
gional income generation potential, with a significant contribution to territorial cohesion. 
Without decentralised state reform, Lisbon criteria are impossible to be met in Europe’s uni-
tary states, including Hungary. 

3. Territorial cohesion in the Carpathian Basin 

In the development of natural regions, economic spaces and administrative units making up 
the Carpathian Basin, the political changes and economic restructuring of the 1990s had initi-
tated contradictory processes. Economic transformation has had unfavourable consequences 
for most Hungarian communities. Settlements that have been able to exploit the advantages of 
the market economy relatively early are mostly large cities and settlements with a favourable 
geopolitical position. The latter group includes several successful settlements in border areas, 
first taking advantage of informal, then cooperation-based economy and demand on the la-
bour market. The majority of ethnic Hungarians living across the borders live in rural envi-
ronments, while the most profitable jobs in tertiary branches, financial services and export-
oriented companies were created in cities. The less educated population of the villages who 
had previously commuted to cities have remained without a certain income after the collapse 
of large-scale industry. 

In the spatial spread of development, ethnic factors play a limited role. Naturally, national 
support policy can have an effect on the development of specific territories. It must be high-
lighted that modern regional development policy – including the European Union’s structural 
and cohesion policy – places emphasis on the spatially continuous dissemination of economic 
advantages. This means that the favourable effects of economic growth must be enjoyed by 
all ethnicities living in the area to an equal extent. 
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In preparing for the European Union programming period to begin from 2014, Hungarian 
development policy must lay down much more distinctive priorities for the range and content 
of actions to strengthen the cohesion of the economic space of the Carpathian Basin, and this 
must also manifest in the various forms of Hungarian support policy. 

The capital expansion of the Hungarian economy must increase, and areas populated by eth-
nic Hungarians may come into question as potential target areas of capital export. However, 
economic rationality dictates that these areas must also be prepared to receive Hungarian capi-
tal, while Hungarian economic policy must take into account that within the support policy of 
capital export, investments into areas populated by Hungarians living beyond the borders 
need separate regulations. 

In the future, especially in light of the lessons learned from the causes that have initiated the 
economic crisis, the pace of development in the real economy, the quality and income crea-
tion potential of economic structures will be more and more strongly influenced by the spatial 
cooperation and quality of partnership among state, local governments and business actors. 
The institutionalisation of formal regionalisation within the Carpathian Basin may lead to the 
macroregion’s economic upswing, indirectly also contributing to the development of territo-
rial autonomies. This is only one reason why Hungary should be setting examples in the em-
powerment of regions. 

4. Programmes towards Roma policy 

Research on segregation and integration processes among Roma, as well as the survey of the 
real estate market in Hajdúböszörmény (a small town in Eastern Hungary) has confirmed that 
in the movements of Gypsy population, the existing gravitational effect, obtaining housing, the 
receptive and defensive attitude of local society, working forms of co-existence, relationships 
between the two ethnicities and the internal differentiation of the Gypsy population plays a 
defining role. Opportunities for integrating into the economic division of labour have nar-
rowed to such an extent that in most cases, it is not possible to speak of their attraction to-
wards Roma. With the cessation of preferential allowances for buying housing, peremptory 
real estate occupation has risen in prominence among the means of obtaining housing. The 
defensive attitudes of local society have strengthened in opposition of the immigration of 
Gypsy residents. As opportunities for work have narrowed and social aid has become a uni-
versally perceptible and visible phenomenon for locals due to rapid pauperisation among the 
non-Gypsy population, the framework of co-existence has altered, tolerance has decreased 
and opposition between the two ethnicities has been on the rise. The aforementioned general 
processes have however manifested differently on a settlement by settlement basis, preserving 
spatial variety. 

In recent years, the directions of migration have altered in comparison with the previous mi-
gration routes of the Gypsies and the movements of the non-Gypsy population. It has been 
apparent that Roma gravitate more and more towards rural settlements. Changes in the oppor-
tunities for finding housing have precipitated a shift towards smaller settlements or settlement 
parts which have smaller empty houses but lack the ability to defend themselves. Certain ar-
eas have experienced a growth in Gypsy population, while in other settlements, their share is 
on the decline. Providing opportunities for work are one of the most important preconditions 
for solving the problems, but it is by itself insufficient. Considering potential future scenarios, 
five possible consequences can be outlined on the basis of steps that can be taken by local 
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societies, for of which may result in severe negative consequences for the social structure of 
settlements or settlement parts. One of these is complete isolation, the avoidance of conflicts 
through “keeping distance”, eventually leading to the “secession” of the settlement part. The 
second may result in even more serious problems through the forceful prevention of Gypsy 
immigration and the driving out of those who are already present, triggering a wave of vio-
lence with unpredictable consequences. The third scenario assumes resignation and the pas-
sive acceptance of the events; in the long term, it leads to the complete loss of value for the 
settlement part and its environment, and the escalation of conflicts. The fourth variant encom-
passes the growing emigration of non-Gypsy residents and the assimilation of the remaining 
into the now majority Gypsy population. The fifth, most favourable possibility open before 
the inhabitants of the area is to find and accept new methods of co-existence and acceptable 
roles – naturally for those who are willing and able. It is more and more pressing to develop 
instruments pointing towards this last, long-term solution. There is no generalised recipe, and 
every settlement or microregion must find its own way towards an appropriate resolution. 

Centre for Regional Studies has examined the employment and training of Roma unemployed 

in public education institutions. The model of embedding the training of Roma coordinators 
into employment, which supplies projects participants with a high school certificate and a 
National Training Index (OKJ)-certified vocation, and also employs them for three to six 
years as a public servant, has been shown to have been profitable in not just a social but also a 
financial sense. As a result of the programme, there has been an improvement in the labour 
market opportunities and personal development of the participants, while the elementary 
schools employing them have also benefited – Roma pupils have improved their grades while 
the rate of absences, skipping years and moving to homeschooling has dropped. The analysis 
of effects has proven on the whole that the model of embedding training into employment can 
be successfully and efficiently employed to encourage the educational and social mobility and 
integration of Roma (and non-Roma) who had been squeezed out of the labour market. It is 
reasonable to give the model further support and extend it to a broader range of public ser-
vices. 

5. Applied research projects to assist the work of local and economic decision makers 

On the basis of its traditional, long-term (framework contract) association with Paks Nuclear 

Power Plant Ltd., Centre for Regional Studies has studied the role of nuclear industry in in-
dustrial competitiveness and social communication. The presentation of international good 
practice, such as the social embedding of the Finnish nuclear industry, has allowed to draw 
several lessons that are applicable to the Hungarian case. Future investments in Paks appreci-
ate the role of social communication not only for the power plant in question but also the gov-
ernment, local government and civilian spheres. Within the scope of a separate assignment, a 
survey of cooperation possibilities between the Kalocsa micro-region and the power plant has 
been undertaken, with special emphasis on the yet to be realised development projects. 

The Centre has prepared city development concepts for two towns (Paks and Zalakaros), rep-
resenting a renewal from the methodological perspective due to the now legally stipulated 
integrative approach. In the future, difficulties can be prognosed after the en masse prepara-
tion of integrated city development strategies due to the disjointed system of resource distri-
bution, operation, maintenance and development instruments. The depreciation of the role of 
planning can hardly be solved through the prescription of new-style plans; more attention 
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should be paid to the elaboration of appropriate instruments and mechanisms for execution 
and coordination.  

The research task titled “Exposing strategic elements in sustainable urban development on the 

case of Székesfehérvár” aimed to research the problems of urban development in Székesfe-
hérvár, encompassing laying the scientific groundwork for building an economically, socially 
and ecologically sustainable modern city offering a fitting habitat for its citizens.  

Commissioned by the National Association of County General Assemblies, Centre for Re-
gional Studies undertook a survey of the current situation of counties, and made suggestions 
for future development. Analysis, which involved all counties in Hungary, has shown that the 
meticulous squeezing out of county general assemblies from development policy in recent 
years has been accompanied by severe budgetary restrictions. Counties have become incapa-
ble of fulfilling even their mandatory tasks; this process has drawn attention to the fact that 
two decades of policy based on postponement with respect to mid-tier governance has re-
sulted in complete centralisation as well as the growing unfeasibility of operating the mid-tier 
under present circumstances. Reforms can hardly be put off any longer. 

6. Impact analyses 

Involvement in the evaluation of various European Union and national project systems (as a 
member of the OFA and Existimo consortia within the scope of the New Hungary Develop-
ment Plan) has become a new research task for Centre for Regional Studies. Research staff 
has shown that domestic evaluation activity is rather formal and mechanical; authorities and 
agencies involved in resource management are not interested in learning and addressing the 
genuine anomalies of resource distribution. Evaluation is a comparatively recent area in Hun-
garian public policy, which also means more attention would be due. In contrast, the selection 
of evaluating organisations and establishing the requirements they have to conform to, as well 
as the low share of funds delegated to this task both show that government has not yet realised 
the importance of evaluation in improving its own operational efficiency. 

The impact analysis of the Cserehát Programme has produced practical results in develop-
ment approaches and practices for the hardest task – development opportunities for the most 
disadvantaged settlements and micro-regions. The project has confirmed that only an ap-
proach embedded into the development process, able to cooperate with locals, and assuming 
at least 4 or 5 animator tasks (individual and community development), may prove fruitful. 

The impact analysis of Roadway to Work has corroborated that the system, designed to facili-
tate the labour market reintegration of the long-term jobless through an emphasis on active 
instruments, has only produced results to a limited degree. Surveyed settlement chiefs have 
mainly greeted the new system of serving the active-aged for its disciplinary, “work-
encouraging” aspect, but from a financial perspective, they consider public employment un-
economical due in part to its higher cost requirements, and in part to the limited availability of 
tasks and low value of completed work. It is a favourable development that close to ten per-
cent of persons released from the programme has found employment on the primary labour 
market, but this has been achieved through whitening previous illicit work: not even the new 
system of public employment can raise hopes for a significant reduction of the grey economy. 
The impact analysis has affirmed that the programme is incapable of reducing settlement and 
spatial inequalities, and presents excessive burden precisely for local governments where 
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problems in need of treatment are found in high concentration. The efficiency of public em-
ployment, interpreted as an obligatory task for local governments, may be questioned from 
several aspects, and although it offers temporary opportunities to gain work and income for 
deprived groups, it closes the door before labour market reintegration. 
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III. Presentation of domestic and international relations 

The domestic and international relations of Centre for Regional Studies are organised around 
two of its core activities, research programmes and commissions as well as higher education. 
The Centre has broadened its circle of partnership in the reporting year, and mostly continued 
its previously established relations. 

Cooperation with academic research units has received a moderate emphasis; with institutes 
of a similar profile (Geographical Research Institute, Institute for World Economics, Institute 
of Economics, Institute for Political Science, Institute of Sociology), its form is mainly in 
joint publication, more rarely project preparation. 

Centre for Regional Studies has considered one of its central objectives the economic and 
social utility of its research, placing special emphasis on support for government decision 
making. Accordingly, it has developed close relations with government organisations in 
charge of spatial and development policy (Prime Minister’s Office, Ministry of Agriculture 
and Rural Development, Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour). Among government organi-
sations, the primary partner of the Centre is the Ministry for National Development and 
Economy, which has commissioned Centre for Regional Studies in eight assignments.  

All researchers of the Centre participate in the activities of scientific professional bodies and 
societies; leading researches also fill more important functions. Among scientific societies, 
the most significant are the Hungarian Economic Society, the Hungarian Society for Political 
Sciences, the Hungarian Sociological Association, the Hungarian Geographic Society, and, 
created by the initiative and on the foundations of the Centre, the Hungarian Regional Science 
Association.  

Research staff of the Centre is furthermore represented in several national and territorial pub-
lic policy advisory and trustee boards (e.g. operational programme monitoring committees).  

On the basis of expert and research commissions (analyses and strategies), cooperation with 
local governments in large cities has been further strengthened in 2009, including settlements 
beyond the borders. Connections with the majority of regional development councils and 
agencies have stabilised, resulting in cooperation centred on council work and research as-
signments. In microregional cooperation, qualitative improvement (in the case of rural and 
least developed areas) has been accompanied by qualitative reduction. 

40 researchers from Centre for Regional Studies have actively participated in domestic higher 
education, 25 in doctoral schools, among them 8 as university professors. Research staff exer-
cises controlling functions in regional science-related doctoral schools (Gyır, Pécs, Debrecen) 
as well as regional and environmental management Master courses. Higher education connec-
tions and the high quality of cooperation are guaranteed by joint departments (Debrecen, 
Gyır, Kaposvár, Kecskemét, Székesfehérvár). Research and consortial cooperation has be-
come established. The Centre takes part in training professionals beyond the borders; lasting 
education cooperation has emerged with Babeş–Bolyai University, Sapientia Hungarian Uni-
versity of Transylvania, University of Oradea, University of Novi Sad and Hungarian College 
of Berehove (in Ukraine). 
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In addition to traditional forms of cooperation (joint research projects, exchange pro-
grammes), the lasting and multilateral broadening of relations with the scientific and profes-
sional organisations of surrounding countries has characterised the reporting year; this has 
been an especially outstanding development in crossborder research programmes and educa-
tion relationships. 

Paks Nuclear Power Plant Ltd. is a stable partner of the Centre. Cooperation mainly involves 
professional advice and analysis in the fields of territorial development and social dialogue. 
The consortial partners of Centre for Regional Studies include a wide-ranging set of compa-
nies from environmental management organisations to leading consulting agencies. 

According to its plans, the Centre organised ten international scientific events in 2009. Out-
standing interest followed the gender conference of the International Geographic Union and 
the Slovakian–Hungarian border cooperation workshop. From the 26 Hungarian language 
events, the conference titled “Subsidiarity and regionality in church and public organisation” 
has been the subject of extraordinary interest.  

Centre for Regional Studies considers it the most important accomplishment of its interna-
tional cooperation activity that, according to the decision of the Regional Studies Association 
presidium, the Centre has the opportunity to organise and host the World Conference of the 
Regional Studies Association in Pécs, in the programme of the Pécs European Capital of Cul-
ture in 2010 project. 
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IV. Brief evaluation of more significant domestic and international research projects 

awarded in the reporting year 

As in previous years, Centre for Regional Studies has undertaken an active tender application 
activity. In the reporting year, all of its research units have prepared numerous applications. 
Among domestic research grants, the Innotárs project of the National Office for Research and 
Technology, as well as the grants of OTKA and the State Reform Operational Programme can 
be considered significant from a financial perspective. In 2009, the staff of the Centre has 
collectively or individually applied for 18 grants to obtain domestic funding. In 2009, ten 
grants received a favourable evaluation, encompassing 180 Million HUF of funds over vari-
ous time spans (1-3 years). In case of five tenders, results have not yet been announced (three 
of them appear to have a high chance of winning) while three applications met no success. 
The percentile rate of successful tender applications is 72%. The domestic grant system is 
highly differentiated, characterised by significant internal variance. 

Multiple tendering organisations operate in an overly bureaucratic manner; this circle includes 
the National Employment Foundation, which finances important research assignments and 
has a strong economic significance with respect to results as well. The financial accounting 
required to be attached to research reports within this programme is inordinately labour-
intensive, accounting procedures highly ambiguous and the system of auditing not transparent 
enough: in denying payouts, subjective factors appear to play a role. The quantity of admini-
stration required for submitting tenders has not changed. We have raised criticism in several 
instances over the requirement to submit notary-certified articles of incorporation and similar 
documents even in the case of academic institutions. The procedures have in fact not been 
simplified, but often made even more complicated; in some events, even the signing of tender 
contracts had to be undertaken with a notary in attendance. We must remark with regrets that 
the Centre is required to expend considerably more effort on administering grants than dis-
seminating the actual research results.  

The majority of active international research grants have been wrapped up in 2009. Within 
various framework programmes of the European Commission, three research projects were 
successfully concluded. In the reporting year, from 9 tender applications submitted to the 
European Commission’s Interreg, Instrument for Pre-Accession (IPA, in support of Croatian 
accession) and European Observation Network for Territorial Development and Cohesion 
(ESPON), 7 have been successful, for a tendering success rate of 78%. Altogether, these 
grants represent 120 Million HUF worth of funding for the years 2010–2011. The Centre has 
also won a smaller-scale (4 Million HUF) grant within the SCOPES project of the Swiss Na-
tional Science Foundation. 

Due to the post-financing requirements of international grants, Centre for Regional Studies 
has experienced incessant liquidity problems over 2009. The late payments of the EU, 
amounting to 60–70 Million HUF, have had a destabilising effect on the Centre’s finances. 

Although it cannot be considered a form of tendering, it must be mentioned here that the Cen-
tre has continued its fruitful cooperation with the Ministry for National Development and 

Economy, which has provided the Centre with 42 Million HUF worth of research funding.  
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V. Major publications and other outstanding results in 2009 

BOOKS 

Baranyi B, Fodor I (eds.): The Role of Environmental Industry in the Regional 
Reindustrialisation in Hungary. Hungarian Academy of Sciences Centre for Regional 
Studies, Debrecen–Pécs, 2009. p. 232  

Baranyi B (szerk.): Kárpátalja. MTA Regionális Kutatások Központja, Dialóg Campus Kiadó, 
Pécs–Budapest, 2009. p. 540 (A Kárpát-medence régiói, 11.) 

Beluszky P (szerk.): Magyarország történeti földrajza II. kötet. Dialóg Campus Kiadó, Buda-
pest–Pécs, 2008. p. 436 (Studia Regionum)(Területi és Települési Kutatások, 27.)(Studia 
Geographica)(Dialóg Campus Tankönyvek) 

Csizmadia Z: Együttmőködés és újítóképesség. Kapcsolati hálózatok és innovációs rendsze-
rek regionális sajátosságai. Napvilág Kiadó, Budapest, 2009. p. 255  

Erdısi F: Kelet-Európa közlekedése. Dialóg Campus Kiadó, Budapest–Pécs, 2009. p. 544 
(Studia Regionum)(Dialóg Campus Szakkönyvek)(Területi és Települési Kutatások, 34.) 

Fodor I (szerk.): A régiók újraiparosítása. A Dél-Dunántúl esélyei. MTA Regionális Kutatá-
sok Központja, Pécs, 2009. p. 99  

Hardi T, Hajdú Z, Mezei I: Határok és városok a Kárpát-medencében. MTA Regionális Kuta-
tások Központja, Gyır–Pécs, 2009. p. 374  

Hardi T, Tóth K (szerk.): Határaink mentén. A szlovák–magyar határtérség társadalmi-gazdasági 
vizsgálata (2008). Fórum Kisebbségkutató Intézet, Somorja, 2009. p. 283  

Horváth Gy (szerk.): Dél-Erdély és Bánság. MTA Regionális Kutatások Központja, Dialóg 
Campus Kiadó, Pécs–Budapest, 2009. p. 582 (A Kárpát-medence régiói, 9.) 

Nagy G (szerk.): Dél-Alföld. MTA Regionális Kutatások Központja, Dialóg Campus Kiadó, 
Pécs–Budapest, 2009. (A Kárpát-medence régiói, 10.) 

Rechnitzer J, Lengyel I (szerk.): A regionális tudomány két évtizede Magyarországon. Akadémiai 
Kiadó, Budapest, 2009. p. 468 (Modern regionális tudomány szakkönyvtár). 

Rechnitzer J (ed. and comp.) The Danube in Hungarian Regional Development. Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences, Centre for Regional Studies, Pécs, 2009. p. 62  

PAPERS 

Baráth G: The Relation Systems of Metropolitan Areas. Comparative Analyses of Capital 
City Regions by the Example of Budapest, Székesfehérvár, Tatabánya in Hungary and of 
Paris and Sens in France. Centre for Regional Studies of the Hungarian Academy of 
Sciences, Pécs, 2009. p. 48 (Discussion Papers, 75.) 

Barta Gy: Integrált városfejlesztési stratégia: a városfejlesztés megújítása, TÉR és TÁRSA-
DALOM 23. (3): 1–12 (2009) 

Beluszky P: A piramis alján. Szolgáltatások – kereskedelem a (kis)falvakban, MAGYAR 
TUDOMÁNY 170. (6) 664–671 (2009) 

Czirfusz M: Ellentmondásban? Központi helyek elmélete és a városok specializációja, TÉR 
ÉS TÁRSADALOM 23. (3) 13–25 (2009) 

Csatári B, Farkas J. Zs: A területhasználat változásai, GAZDÁLKODÁS 53 (5) 413–423 
(2009) 
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Csizmadia Z: A társadalmi konfliktus-problematika elméleti megalapozása. In: A várostérségi 
versenyképesség társadalmi tényezıi. (Szerk. Szirmai V.) Dialóg Campus Kiadó, Buda-
pest–Pécs, 2009. pp. 123–129. 

Csizmadia Z: Cooperation and Innovativity: the Network Foundations of the Regional System 
of Innovation. Centre for Regional Studies of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Pécs, 
2009. p. 38 (Discussion Papers, 70.) 

Enyedi Gy: Az orosz város, TÉR ÉS TÁRSADALOM 23 (2) 201–211 (2009)  
Enyedi Gy: Competitiveness of the Hungarian regions, HUNGARIAN GEOGRAPHICAL 

BULLETIN, 58 (1) 33–47 (2009) 
Enyedi Gy: Városi világ, MAGYAR TUDOMÁNY 170 (3) 295–302 (2009) 
Erdısi F. Összeomlás vagy reneszánsz? (A hagyományos vasúti közlekedés állapota és kilátá-

sai Kelet-Európában) TÉR ÉS TÁRSADALOM 23. (2) 1–23 (2009)  
Faragó L: A településhálózat és annak alakítása (A városokról szóló diskurzus folytatása) 

TERÜLETI STATISZTIKA 12 (49.) (3) 257–263 (2009) 
Finta I: A térségi szintő önkormányzati közszolgáltatási feladatellátás kérdései és lehetséges 

modelljei, ÚJ MAGYAR KÖZIGAZGATÁS 2 (8) 19–26 (2009) 
Földi Zs: A társadalmi részvétel szerepe a városfejlesztés gyakorlatában– európai és hazai 

tapasztalatok TÉR ÉS TÁRSADALOM 23 (3) 27–43. (2009) 
Hajdú Z: Hol él a magyar nemzet? Államterület, államhatárváltozások, államföldrajz és a 

nemzet kölcsönviszonyának szemlélete a magyar földrajztudományban 1947-ig. In: Kötı-
erık. Az identitás történetének térbeli keretei. (Szerk. Cieger A.) Atelier, Budapest, 2009. 
pp. 105–136.  

Horváth Gy: Cohesion Deficiencies in Eastern and Central Europe – Inequalities of Regional 
Research Area. Centre for Regional Studies of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Pécs, 
2009. p. 40 (Discussion Papers, 72.) 

Horváth Gy: Regionális egyenlıtlenségek a kelet- és közép-európai térségben, MAGYAR 
TUDOMÁNY 170 (12) 1499–1512 (2009) 

Horváth Gy: Regionalism in a unitary state. In: Europe, Regions and Regionalism. (Eds. 
Scully, R., Wyn J.) Palgrave Macmillan, London, 2009. pp. 154–172.  

Illés I: A „területi kohézió” szerepe az EU és a tagországok politikájában. In: Kötıerık. Az 
identitás történetének térbeli keretei. (Szerk. Cieger A.) Atelier, Budapest, 2009. pp. 87–
101. 

Kanalas I, Nagy G: Development and regional characteristics of the Hungarian information 
and communication sector (ICT), NETWORKS AND COMMUNICATION STUDIES, 
(NETCOM) 23 (1–2) 21–48 (2009) 

Kovács K: The transforming Hungarian countryside: processes, development needs and tools. 
In: Rural Motifs. Essays in Honour of Professor Leo Granberg. (Ed. J. Nikula). Aleksanteri 
Insitute, Helsinki, 2009. pp. 137–160. (Aleksanteri Series, 5.) 

Kugler J, Uhrinová, A: Employment chances of the Slovakian youth in Békés county, THE 
JOURNAL OF ECONOMICS AND SOCIAL RESEARCH 10 (1) 46–54 (2009) 

Lux G: Divergent patterns of adaptation among Central European old industrial regions, 
EUROPEAN SPATIAL RESEARCH AND POLICY 16 (1) 145–157 (2009)  

Mezei I: The Development of the Urban Network in Slovakia. Centre for Regional Studies of 
the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Pécs, 2009. p. 54 (Discussion Papers, 76.) 

Nagy E, Nagy G: Changing spaces of knowledge-based business services in Hungary, 
HUNGARIAN GEOGRAPHICAL BULLETIN 58 (2) 101–120 (2009) 

Nagy E: Constructing and crossing boundaries in a new (?) Europe, EUROPEAN SPATIAL 
RESEARCH AND POLICY 16 (2) 49–62 (2009) 
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Nagy I: Zaštita okoline u Mañarskoj posle promene sistema na početku devedesetih godina 
XX veka, ZBORNIK MATICE SRPSKE ZA DRUŠTVENE NAUKE 127 61–73 (2009) 

Nagy T: Being locked out and locked in. The culture homelessness in Hungary. In: 
Postsocialist Europe. Anthropological Perspectives from Home. (Eds. Kürti L., Skalník P.) 
Berghahn Books, Oxford, 2009. pp. 206–226. 

Pálné Kovács I: Régiók és fejlesztési koalíciók, POLITIKATUDOMÁNYI SZEMLE 18 (4) 37–
60 (2009) 

Pálné Kovács I: Regionalization in Hungary: Options and scenarios on the „road to Europe”. In: 
De-Coding New Regionalism. Shifting Socio-Political Contexts in Central Europe and Latin 
America. (Ed. J. W. Scott) Routledge, London, 2009. pp. 199–214. (Urban and Regional 
Planning and Development)  

Somlyódyné Pfeil E: A befejezetlen reform – a kistérségi közigazgatási rendszer értékei és di-
lemmái. In: Jobb közigazgatás helyben járás és visszafejlıdés helyett. (Szerk. Verebélyi I., Im-
re M.) Századvég Kiadó, Budapest, 2009. pp. 122–143. 

Tagai G, Nemes Nagy J: Területi egyenlıtlenségek, térszerkezeti determinációk, TERÜLETI 
STATISZTIKA 12 (49) (2) 152–169 (2009) 

Timár J: Communist and post-communist geographies. In: The International Encyclopedia of 
Human Geography. Vol. 2. (Eds. Kitchin, R., Thrift, N.) Elsevier, Oxford, 2009. pp. 214–220.  

Váradi M. M: Utak vagy tévutak? In: Cigánynak lenni Magyarországon. Jelentés 2008. Út a radi-
kalizmusba. (Szerk. Törzsök E., Paskó I., Zolnay J.) Európai Összehasonlító Kisebbségkutatá-
sok Közalapítvány, Budapest, 2009. pp. 59–86. 

Varjú V: A területi tervezés legújabb környezetértékelési metódusa – a stratégiai környezeti vizs-
gálat integrációja a döntéshozásban, TÉR ÉS TÁRSADALOM 23 (1) 55–65 (2009) 

Virág T: Szegények a kistelepülések fogságában – a szociálpolitika mindennapi gyakorlata egy 
hátrányos helyzető térség településein, ESÉLY 20 (4) 38–54 (2009) 


